
Number the Stars 
Chapters 1-8 Vocabulary / List #1 

 
1. gnarled – bent; twisted 

Nearby a gnarled tree was speckled with a few apples now long past ripe. (page 60) 
 
2. imperious – with a haughty manner; arrogant, overbearing 

Ellen stood on tiptoe again and made an imperious gesture with her arm.  “I am the 
dark queen.” she intoned dramatically. (page 39) 

 
3. lanky – tall and thin 
 She was a stocky ten-year old, unlike lanky Annemarie. (page 1) 
 
4. occupation – the holding and control of an area by foreign military force 
 There had been no real coffee in Copenhagen since the beginning of the Nazi 
occupation.  Not even real tea. (page 6) 
 
5. rabbi – Jewish religious leader 
 This morning, at the synagogue, the rabbi told his congregation that the Nazis have 
taken the synagogue list of all the Jews, where they live, their names. (page 35) 
 
6. rationed – controlled the amount one can use 
 Mama used the little stove too, sometimes for cooking, because electricity was 
rationed.  At night, they used candles for light. (page 18) 
 
7. Star of David – symbol of Judaism 
 Ellen undid her braids, lifted her dark hair away from the thin gold chain she wore 
around her neck – the chain that held the Star of David. (page 41) 
 
8. swastika – Nazi symbol like a cross with bent arms 
 “Are you sure the sign was in German” she asked.  “Maybe you didn’t look carefully.”  
“Mama, it had a swastika on it.” (page 21) 
 
9. synagogue – Jewish place of worship 
 Leaving for school on Thursday with her sister, Annemarie saw the Rosens walking 
to the synagogue early in the morning, dressed in their best clothes. (page 33) 
 
10. tentatively – not certain or permanent 
 Ellen and Annemarie both smiled tentatively.  For a moment, their fear was eased. 
(page 51) 
 


